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Printed arid Publiſhed at Their Requeſt, 
Is now humbly DEDBICATE5, 


By Their much Obliged 


And moſt Obedient Servant; 


JOHN WEBB. 
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And now behold, I know that ye all, among 


whom I have gone preaching the Kingdom 
of God, ſhall ſee my Face no more. 


HES E are ſome of the laſt Words 
LESSEN of the great and faithful Apo- 
Fall T ſtle of the Gentiles, to his Two 
Churches of Epheſus and Mile- 

— tn, whom he had aſſembled to- 


gether that he might take his 
Leave of them for ever. S. Paul's Sermon on 


this ſad Occaſion, conſiſts partly of an Appeal 
to his Hearers; wherein he inſiſts upon his 
having diſcharg'd all the Offices of a good Pa- 
ſtor towards his Flock with unfeigned Humi- 
lity, unwearied Diligence, and unblemiſh'd 


Fidelity ; and partly, of ſuch whofſome Coun- 


ſel and ſpiritual Advice, as thoſe Two Churches 


could not but ſtand in Need of, after the Loſs 


of ſo excellent a Guide and fo bright a Lumi- 


nary. He calls upon them to remember both 


his Doctrine and Example, to be watchful, 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and cloſely united to 
each other againſt all the Enemies of their 
enn 08 35 the-Conclution of 

8 is 


— * 


A Sermon preach'd in the 


-his Diſcourſe, when he had commended them 
to God, and had pray'd with them, (which 
was the laſt Sacred Office perform'd by him in 
the Congregation) he delivers up his Charge; 
to the Execution of which, the Holy Ghoſt had 
aſſur'd him he was never more to return. This 
pathetick and moving Solemnity could not 
tail of affecting his Two Churches with the 
tendereſt Sentiments of Sorrow and Condo- 
lance: We read in the Two laſt Verſes of this 
Chapter, that they all wept ſore over their be- 
loved Apoſtle, ſorrowing moſt of all for the | 
Words which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his 
Face no more; which Words productive of ſo 
much Sorrow, ſo well grounded, and pro- 
ceeding from a truly Pious and Chriſtian Prin- 
ciple, I have, for theſe Reaſons, choſen as the 
propereſt Subject on the like mournful Occa- 
ſion, which hath at this Time brought us to- 
ether. 2 

5 Sorrow is an Uneaſineſs of the Mind, at the 
Loſs of any Good, or the Senſe of any preſent 
Evil. All Sorrow for the Loſs of any Good, is, 
or ſhould be, proportion'd to the Nature and 
Number of thoſe Benefits we received by it, 
before 1t was ſnatch'd away from us. And 
this Truth extends to Men as well as Things : 
For when a Perſon is ſo nearly related to us, and 
ſo fully anſwers the great Ends of every ſuch 
Relation, that his Life becomes a common 
Good, a publick Bleſſing to many, to a Fami- 
ly, a Society, a City, or Province; perhaps 
to a Nation, or to the Age in which he lives; 
the Loſs of ſuch a one is a Viſitation and Cala- 

, mity, 
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mity, as much to be lamented as the Loſs of any 
the you Things and Comforts of Life, Hence 
God, in Holy Scripture, is often introduc'd, 
threatning a ſinful Nation that he will take his 
- ownto himſelf, and cut off the Righteous from 
a wicked and perverſe Generation, as if he 
meant to ſeparate the Wheat trom the Tares, 
even before the great Harveſt, and the Second 
Coming of his Son. And as this particular 
Menace uſually accompanies his ſevereſt Cur- 
ſes and Judgments, ſo where it is inflicted, tis 
4 frequently call'd, even in his own Language, 
Ihe breaking of our Strength, the decaying of our 
Beauty, the quenching of our Light, and the 
taking away of the Breath of our Noſtrils. 
According to this Way of Reaſoning, we may 
very naturally preſume, that the Text implies or 
pre- ſuppoſes, (Iſt,) A very near and endearing 
Relation between the Preachers and the Hearers 
of God's Kingdom, or, in other Words, be- 
: tweena Paſtor and his Flock, a Miniſter and his 
People, ordain'd and inſtituted by God himſelt, 
and therefore truly good and highly beneficial 
to Mankind. (2dly,) The Text plainly intimates 
to us, that the Diſſolution of this Relation, or, 
in other Words, that the Death or Loſs of a 
good and faithful Miniſter is Matter of juſt 
Grief and godly Sorrow to his People. Whence, 
(3dly,) We may gather, by way of Inference, 
what our Behaviour ought to be under any ſuch 
Loſs or Calamity. This being one of the 
great Deſigns of the Goſpel, to ſanctify all our 
Paſſions, and turn them to the Service of Re- 
ligion, that Nature and Grace may together 
work out our Salvation. [ 
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I propoſe to ſpeak to theſe (Three) Heat, 


in the foregoing Order, and ſhall then apply 
the Whole to the melancholy Occaſion of this 
preſent Aſſembly. 
And (1ſt) God hath Ordained and Inſtituted 
a very near and endearing, Relation between 2 
Paſtor and his Flock, a Miniſter and his People, 
a Relation, in itſelf good, and highly benefi- 
cial to Mankind. ER orig hs 
This Relation is variouſly denominated and 
deſcribed in Holy Scripture, Sometimes Mini- 
ſters have a Name given them, denoting their 
Authority in general; as when they are call'd 
Ambaſſadors, Rulers, Leaders and Guidert, 
and are ſaid to be over us in the Lord, to ſtant 
in his ſtead, and to act in his Name, or by his 
Authority. Ar other times they are called by 
ſuch Names, as more eſpecially ſignify ſome 
one or more Parts of their holy Office and 
Function; whence they are yled Teachers, 
Preachers, Interpreters, and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, By both theſe kinds of Names 
they are enough diſtinguiſh'd, ſeparated, and 
ſet apart from the People or Congregation : 
And to convince us that there is a Difference 
of Order as well as Office, they are alſo diſtin- 
guiſh'd from each other by the Names of Bi- 
hop, Presbyter, and Deacon, and the ſeveral 
Rights and Powers annex'd to each of thoſe 
Characters. This is particularly done in the 
Epiſtlet to Timothy and Titus, and in the 12th 


Chapter of the iſt to the Corinthiant; where 


the Caſe is ſet in ſo clear a Light, that (accord- 
ing to the Apoſile's Allegory) one would think 


Church of NEwBURY. 9 
ic ſhould be as difficult a Matter not to diſ- 
cern the Difference, as it is not to diſcern 
the Eye from the Ear, or the Hand from 
| the Foot; and as abſurd to make a Schiſm on 
this Account in the Hpiritual Body, as it is 
dangerous to attempt it in the Body Natural. 
Now all theſe various Names and Deſcrip— 
tions do, in their moſt common Import, 
| plainly imply a very near Relation between 
| Miniſter and People: For every Prieſt, even of Heb. v. r. 
the higheſt Order, as defcrib'd by the Apoſtle, 
| tho' he be taken from among Men, is yet ordain'd 
for Men, in things pertaining to God. But the 
Name of Father, which belongs to the Mini- 
ſtry by the expreſs Words of S. Paul, is the ce 
Sum of all that Language can deſcribe ro N 
render a Perſon near and dear to us, by the 
ſtricteſt Ties of civil or religious Inſtitution, 
Hence the inſpir'd Writers, in their Epiſtles to 
their ſeveral Churches, ſo often addreſs to them 
in the engaging Style of Sons or Children; a 
Style that no one abounds in more than that 
beloved Diſciple, who beſt underſtood the ex- 
. Falted Paſſion of Divine Love, of which himſelf 
e had been the nobleſt Object. In the Name of 
Father are comprehended all the Obligati- 
. ons of Life, and Benefits of Nature; ſince Be- 
1] ling itſelf is deriv'd from this Original. Now 
ſe Pit he is our Father, who only Adopts us into a 
ze Temporal Family and Fortune, he certainly 
th more truly deſerves that Name, by whoſe Mini- 
re ſtration we are adopted into the Family of Hea- 
d- ven, and a glorious Inheritance among theSaints. 
ik [lf he is our Father, who hath Redeem d us from Peu. 
ic 112 2 B | a XXX11, 5. 
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both theſe Capacities. As we are Fleſh of the 


whom we are grafted into one Body, under 


even that, when we conſider, that our natural 


a State of Bondage; how much more is he ſo, I ne 
who hath co-operated in the Great Work of our W 
Eternal Redemption ? If laſtly, he is our Fa- 5 
ther, who begets us, who cheriſhes, nouriſhes, | 

and protects us; who educates, provides for, 
and perhaps enriches us; is not he alſo our | 
Father, who begets us anew thro' the Goſpel, | 
receives us into the Church, the Houſhold Þ 
and Family of Chriſt; there brings us up in his 
Nurture and Admonition, cloaths us with his 
Righteouſneſs, feeds us with the ſincere Milk, 
as well as with the ſtrong Meat of his Word, 
(without which Man cannot live by Bread a- 
lone) ſupports us in every Conflict with our 
Ghoſtly Enemies, and at laſt directs us to the | 
Poſſeſſion of an incorruptible Inheritance and | 
Crown of Glory? The ſame God of Nature 
and of Love hath, by his reveaPd Will, ſub- 
jected us in like manner both to our temporal 
and ſpiritual Parents. The ſame Duties of Ho- 
nour, Reverence, Maintenance, Love, and O- 
bedicnce, are requir'd of us, in almoſt the ſame | 
Terms, and under the ſame Limitations, in 


my, — yp P44 =w 2 2 


Fleſh and Bone of the Bone of our Temporal 
Parents, ſo are we alſo of our Spiritual; by 


$m— 9 a ww Wa. 645 


Chrift the Head of his Church. What nearer 
or more endearing Relation can there be, ex- 
cept the Natural? And how can we except 


Father begets us a Child of Wrath, and our 
Mother conceives us in Sin : But our Spiritual 
Father waſhes us clean in the Laver of Rege- 

Ts | ncra- 
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 Þ nerarion, and concurrs in the Formation of the 
Second Birth, or New Man in us; which Work Eyb. iv. 
- þ is, by the Apoſtle, expreſly call'd, Creation; JF, 1. 


- | whereby a Right of Fatherhood is, under God, 10. 


A contracted, which can be deriv'd only from 
ir him, of whom the whole Family in Heaven and 
„ Earth is named. The Cement of this Spiritual 
d; Relation is the Strongeſt and moſt Laſting ima- 
is ginable, and far above the Powers of any Na- 
is | tural Union: For'tis wrought and compleated 
K. by the Holy Spirit of God, the True Breath of 
d, . Life, who hath call d both Paſtor and People, 
tz ! and knit them together in one Communion 
ur and Fellowſhip with Chriſt, And if the Caſe | 
le] be poſſible, as the Prophet aſſures us it is, that jj, aur. 
d a aud ſhould forget her ſucking Child, and 15. 


re 
b. þ whilſt it is impoſſible for God to Forget or For- | 
al! ſake us; and the Miniſtry of Reconciliation is | 
o- © the Means by which he draws and unites us to | 
5. Þ himſelf, in and thro! his Son our Sawony ; ſince | 
ne | for his ſake we are commanded to leave Father | 
in! and Mother, and to forego all other Relations; | 
he] it muſt follow, that thoſe Miniſters, who are in | 
al! his ſtead, may next to, and under him, claim | 
by the beſt Title to this ſtrict and inviolable Ad- 
ler herence. Accordingly this Spiritual Relation 
er hath produc'd Effects of mutual Endearment,in 
x. all Ages of the Church, ſuch as Hiſtory abounds 
pt with, and Poſterity may be ſurpriz d, or aſham'd 
ral to peruſe. Time was, when the Church and 
dur her Miniſters were of one Mind, of one Heart, 
nal! and of one Soul, as well as of one Aſſembly. 
ze- The Primitive Chriſtians could nat be tempted 


not have Compaſſion on the Son of ber Womb, 
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| 

i" by any Dangers or Allurements, to deſert or F 
un forſake their Lawful Paſtors, whom they af- Þ tc 
. fected in the moſt paſſionate Manner, becauſe 
Ut: by them they were brought-to the Knowledge 
„ of Chriſt, united and reconcil'd to God, relicv'd 
5 and enrich'd under all their Spiritual Wants, 
| comforted in all their Afflictions, and upheld 
4 and ſupported in all their Trials and Adverſi- 
ties. Neither Priſons, nor Death, nor Racks, 
|| nor Gibbets, could then divide the Church: 
And this kind and gentle Spirit the Apoſtle | 
5 highly commends in his Beloved Galatians, 
|| gi. ir. when he bears them Record, that if it had been 
2% poſſible, they would have pluck'd out their own | 
"it Eyes, and have given them to him; tho his | 
| {| Character labour'd under many Diſadvantages, 

ii ſuch as the Meanneſs of his Circumſtances, an 
It Infamy of his Suffcrings; and becauſe he had Þ 
itt once been a Perſecutor, and was repreſented | 
as weak in his Bodily Prefence, and in his 
Speech contemptible. Indeed, one of the firſt | 
Marks of Degeneracy in a Race of ſtubborn | 
and diſobedient Children, is. their want of | 
Efteem and Zeal for their Spiritual Parents, 
which ſoon ſinks into Contempt; and then 'tis 
a well known Conſequence, He that deſpiſeth 
them, deſpiſeth him that ſent them. 1 ſpeak not 
this, My Brethreu ! to Shame, but to warn 
you; for I am more than perſuaded, fince I 
have experienc'd, better things of You. I haſten 
therefore to my next General Head, which was, 
(2dly,) To ſhew, that the Diſſolution of this 
Spiritual Relation, or, in other Words, that 
the Death or Loſs of a good and faithful 25 
| cry 
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| ſter, is Matter of juſt Grief and godly Sorrow 
to his People. 


: Sight of any common Spectacle of Mortality, 


a 
WS 
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* 
if 


The Death of a Man like ourſelves, or the 


ſeldom fails to touch us with a Senſe of the 
Vanity of our preſent State, and to fill us with 


Apprehenſions of Futurity. Both theſe Senti- 


* 
4 
* 

* 3 
nf 


ments naturally ſtrike a Gloom and Horror up- 


on the Soul; and whoever is inſenſible and 
| unmov'd at ſuch Objects, is thereby more truly 
like them, and ſo much nearer to Earth and 
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Mourners go about the Streets: For every Paſſen- 
ger and Spectator bears a Part in the Solemni- 


ty, with that Black Train which Nature and 


and he has no reaſon to boaſt of bearing ſuch a 
Loſs like a Man, who does not firſt feel ic as 


< 4 


ſuch. If the Perſon we bewail was in his 


Cuſtom draws together on theſe Occaſions; 


Life. time Good, and Virtuous, and Exempla- 
ry, the Loſs is proportionably greater; for ſhall 
the Righteous periſh, and we not lay it to 
Heart? If this good Man was our intimate 
Friend and Acquaintance, the Overflowing of 


our Sorrow riſes ſtill higher; and never was 


the Son of God more truly a Man, than when 


he wept at the Grave of Lazarus. If this our 
good Friend was yet nearer to us, by any Ties 
of Blood, or cloſely united, by any Civil or 
Natural Relation, ſuch a Blow goes yet deep- 
er, piercesto the Tendereſt and Quickeſt Parts, 
and makes us cry out, Ah my Brother“ ah 
Lord ! or ah his Glory ! when the Fleſh of our 
own 


13 


Oblivion. Deſire faileth, ( ſaith Solomon ) be- Eccleſ. 
cauſe Man greth to his long Home, and the 5 
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own Fleſh is diflolv'd, and going down to the Þ g 
Chambers of Corruption. But now ſince it Þ 
is not only a Man, a good Man, a Friend, and] , 
a near Relation, but our Spiritual Father in f. 
Chriſt, who is taken away from us, and whoſe tf 
Face we ſhall never fee more; there muſt Þ 4 
ſurely be a more than ordinary Tribute of Þ tt 
Griet due upon ſuch an Occaſion; and both tl 
Nature and Grace concurr in exacting it from] p 
us, True it is, that every Miniſter of Chriſt Þ f. 
2 Cor. iv. hath (as the Apoſile ſpeaks) his Treaſure in Ear- . 
i then Veſſels; but if our Heart be, in any Senſe, Þ {, 
where this Treaſure is, we cannot, withoutÞ 8 
Concern and Emotion, ſee the Veſſel of Ho- { 
nour that held it, ſharcer'd to Pieces before us, 
and mingled with common and undiſtinguiſh'd Þ |; 
Clay. How often do the Apoſtles, in their in- p 
ſpir d Epiſtles, comfort the Churches commit- I 
ted to their Care, with the Promiſe and Hopes Þ I 
of their perſonal Preſence among them? And 
yet they ſometimes came, with the Arms of t 
their Spiritual Warfare ready drawn, and in p 
the Spirit of Correction and Reformation. If o 
their Preſence, upon any Terms, were of tl 
Comfortable, how grievous then was their! g 
Abſence? And how much more ſo, their laſt v 
and final Abſence for ever? When thoſe Lips 1; 
are clos'd and put to Silence, which once pre-Þþ t! 
ſerv'd ſo much ſaving Knowledge, and fo libe- I 
rally diſpens'd it; when thoſe Eyes are ſhut up o 
in Darkneſs, which continually watch'd over] y 
ſuch a Multitude of Souls; and thoſe Hands xt 
wither'd, which ſo often handled and reach'd g 
out to us, che Word that is able to ſaye us, and S 
| the 
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the Elements of the precious Body and Blood 
of a Cruciſ d Saviour; when a Church is, for 
a while at leaſt, become a mournful and de- 
ſolate Widow, is it nothing to you, all ye 
that paſs by, and behold and ſee our Sorrow e 
The Primitive Chriſtzans, when viſited with 
the like Calamity, flock'd in Multitudes to 
the Graves of their deceas'd Paſtors, and there 


pour'd out their Lamentations over them, in 


ſome holy Form of Condolance, purpolcly 
* compos'd on thoſe fad Occaſions : They heap'd 
ſo many Honours upon their Names, their 
Sepulchres, and their Memories; that what 
ſucceeding Ages, declining in their Purity, 


perverted to a very unhappy Exceſs, was at 


| laſt, by the Church of Rome, openly and pom- 
pouſly erected, into a bare-tac'd and ſcanda- 
| lous Innovation, in {ome of the fundamental 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity. But there is a De- 
cent and Solemn Mourning, that grows unna- 


tural by the leaſt Mixture and Shadow of Su- 
perſtition : We may praiſe famous Men, and 


our Fathers that begat us, without adoting 


them: The dead Elders (mention d by the 
Author to the Hebrews) of whom the World , A. 
was not worthy, may obtain a good Report, and 
leave their Works and their Example behind 
them, without bequeathing any other leſs va- 
luable Relicks to the Church, or having any 
other Statue or Image erected, for us to look 
up to, or to fall down before it. Sure I am, 
that there cannot well be a more Profligate 
Abſurdity, than firſt to Pray For the dead 
Saints, and afterwards To them; or than to 
DS ES: aſcribe 
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aſcribe Divine Worſhip, under any Diſtincti- 
on, to our Fellow. Creatures, even whilſt we 
pretend to ſhe the Marks and Fragments of 
their Mortality. — But not to make the 
Time of Mourning a Seaſon for Debate and 
Controverſy, give me leave only to obſerve, 
that ſince our bewailing the Loſs of a good 
Miniſter certainly proceeds from Love truly 
ſo call'd, which is the higheſt Improvemenr, 
and moſt Seraphick Paſſion of Human Nature, 
God will undoubredly Accept, Reward, and 
Sanctify it, with the Addition of his own 
Grace. For if he who loveth God, ought to 
love his Brother alſo ; much more ought he to 
love his Spiritual Parent, and Ghoſtly Father 
in Chriſt Feſus. The Prophet Feremiah, (with 
whoſe Words I ſhall cloſe this Head) in his 
Lamentations over the ſinful and miſerable 


Church of the Fews, reckons this among their 


worſt Sufferings, That the Foy of their Heart 
was ceas'd, becauſe the Elders ceas'd from the 
Gate; becauſe they ſat upon the Ground, and 
kept Silence; becauſe they caſt up Duſt upon their 
Heads, and gave up the Ghoſt in the City : And 
for a Cauſe of theſe Sufferings, he reckons this 


Lim. iv. among their Sins and Provocations, That they 


16. 


O 


reſpected not the Perſons of the Prieſts, they fa- 
wvoured not the Elders. | 
I come now, (3zah and laſth) by way of 
Inference, to ſhew, what our Behaviour ought 
to be, under any ſuch Loſs or Calamity. 
The Apoſtle does by no Means forbid us 10 


1 The. iv. Sorrow for the Dead, or (as himſelf expreſſes 


13. 5 


it) for them which are aſleep; but he forbids us 
— 5 to 


Church of NEWBURV. "1h 
to Sorrow immoderately, or as they do, who have 
no Hope, that is, ſee not beyond the Grave, 
and conſider not, with a true lively Faith, that 
Life and Immortality, that comfortable Do- 
ctrine of a glorious Reſurrection, which Chriſt 
hath brought to Light thro” the Goſp el The | 
Time was, when holy Fob complain'd, that ö 
| there was Hope of a Tree if it were cut down, Fob. xiv. 
that it ſhould ſprout again, tho its Root wax 4 
old, and its Stock were dead in the Ground ; 
| but Man (ſays he, in the intemperate Bitterneſs 
of his Soul) dieth, and waſteth away ; Man 
giveth up the Ghoſt, and where is he? he lieth 
down, and riſeth not, as the Waters fail front 
the Sea, and the Flood drieth up and decayeth ; , 
if be die, he ſhall not live again; be is cut down 
as a Flower, and fleeth as a Shadow, and con- 
tinueth not. Such perhaps was the current 
Doctrine of that darker Age, and of Humane 
Nature not yet enlightned by Grace, Bur he 
ſoon corrects his Error, and cries out, in thoſe 
Words, which nothing but Divine Inſpiration 
could, at that time, dictate; I knw, that my ob. xix. | 
Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the 25507 | 
latter Day upon "the Earth: And tho* after my l 
Skin Worms deſtroy this Body, 77 in my Fleſh 
ball I ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee for le 
and mine Eyes ſhall behold prod and not ano- 
of tber. This is the Victory and Triumph over 
gut Death and Hell, which Chriſt hath obtained 
and compleated for us; and which we, with | 
- 2g ll our Departed Friends, who have dicd in 
fſes him, ſhall be made Partakers of; if, thro' his 
5 US CG Grace 
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upon us, in the like Circumſtances, and on 


ſulting from the Subject now before us. S. Paul, 


and in it are contain'd the Duties of Uniting 
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Grace, we have our Share in the Firſt Reſur- 
rection from the Death of the Soul by Sin, to a 
Life of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. But 
beſides this general Inference, there are others 
of a more particular Nature, immediately re- 


at his Departure, calls upon the Churches over 
which he preſided, to take heed unto themſelves, 
and to remember, in what manner he had been li 
with them, teaching them both Publicki'y and 
Privately. declaring unto them all the Counſel of 
God, ſerving the Lord with all Humility of 

Mind, and his Church, by keeping back nothing 
that was profitable to them. In theſe things he 
warns them to abide and ſtand faſt, as well 

againſt thoſe from Without, as thoſe from With- 
in the Flock, who ſhould ſeek to ſeduce and 
pervert them; commending them to that Word of 
Grace, and that Word of _ to them, which 
was able to build them up, and to give them an 
Inheritance among the Saint. This is the Sub- 
ſtance of his laſt Charge deliver'd at Miletum; 


among themſelves, of adhering ſtrictly to the 
Doctrine of the Apoſtle, and of following his 
Example. All which are certainly incumbentF 


the prefent Occaſion, Tho' our Paſtor, our D 
Ghoſtly Shepherd be ſmitten, yet by the wiſe th 


Proviſion of our Church, and with the Bleſſing c. 


of God attending us, the Flock, unleſs it beſpt 
their own Fault, need not be ſcatter d. I am}: 
ſure there can be no Danger of any ſuch Re- A 

; © « | volt, ; 
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volt, no Fear that any of thoſe Tares and Seeds 
of Diſcord ſhould take Root, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the Vigilance of the good Husband- 
man, the Enemy hath ſown in ſuch abun- 


dance, if we recolle& and meditate upon, as 


becomes good Chriſtians, the many wholſome 


Diſcourſes our deceas'd Paſtor hath, from this 


Place, deliver'd to us, upon the truly Evange- 
lical Subjects of Peace and Unity; which, 


both in his Life and Doctrine, he was careful, 
as much as in him lay, to preſerve with all 
Men. Now is the Time for us to treaſure 


up in our Minds, and to copy and tranſcribe 


in our Practice, thoſe excellent Leſſons of 


found Faith and holy Living, which he hath 
et us. May ſome of them, ar leaſt, ſuryive his 


Aſhes; and go out beyond the narrow Bounds 
of this Place, and this preſent Generation! 
Think upon the many Sacraments he hath ad- 
miniſtred to us, the many Sacrifices of Prayer 
nd Thankſgiving he hath offered up, with, 


and for us; and the many religious Inſtruci- 


ons, pious Exhortations, and fatherly Reproofs, 
he hath for many Years (would God they had 
been many more!) ſo bountifully beſtow'd 
upon us, in the Day when his great Abilities 
flouriſh'd, and this Candle of the Lord ſhone 
out before him. Let it not be ſaid, that all 
his good Seed fell by the Way-ſide, or was 
Icatter'd in ſtony, or in barren Ground. Let 
t not be ſaid, that he hath beſtow'd ſo much 

abour upon us in vain, Let us not turn 
away. from the faithful Glaſs of God's Word, 
ALLE 1 | now 
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| 
| 
| now he, who held it up to us, is no more; 
| and forget what manner of Men we ought to 
lh be. Since we have not been like the Deaf 
Vi | Adder, but have heard with our Ears the Voice 
Wi 
| 


of the Charmer, let us not, now that Voice is 
ſilenc'd, commend it only, as the Jer did Þ 
ll the Prophecy of Ezekiel, becauſe it was a Þi 
"ſt pleaſant Voice, the Sound of a lovely Song, 
| or of one that could play well on an Inſtru- 
i ment; but let us keep and retain the Words 
Wy we have heard, in which, being Dead, he yet | 
in! ſpeaketh to us; and let us do them, as he Þi 
ii did, that we may live with him for ever. As 
his Doctrine was certainly meant for our In- 
| ſtruct ion, ſo a Lite, agreeable to that Doctrine, 
64 may very juſtly be propos'd for our Imitation. 
i The Apoſiles, who were Men of like Paſſions 
with us, frequently adviſe their Churches to 
take Them for an Example, to walk as They 
did, and to be Followers of Them; tho' with 
this never-failing Limitation, as They alſo were 
f Chriſt, *Tis true, Our Saviour's Life and 
Doctrine are the great and only Chriſtian Pat- 
tern for all Mankind; but who can be Perfect, 
as he is Perfect? or which of all the Sons of 
Adam is ſufficient for theſe things? Imperfect 
Examples are ſometimes Neceſſary, and al- 


Ways Uſctul, becauſe; they convince us, that 
the Race we are to run, lies not in ſo ſtrait, ſo 
rugged, or ſo diffcult a Path, bur that we 
nn may find, and walk in ir, when. we ſee the 
if Footſteps of weak and ſinful Men, like our- 
9 ſelyes, who have gone before us in tha ſame 
It - . N ED. "avg Bo >. N- 1 Track, 


ain Church) regard 13 the Commendations 


Church of Newsusy. 


Track, and finiſh'd their Courſe with Joy. 


[Theſe lively Precedents provoke us ro Emu- #6. xii. 


lation, and a godly Strife for the Maſtery.” 
They are that Cloud of Witneſſes the Apoſile 


ZI 


{ſpeaks of, that Light that ſhineth in a dark and 


Icrooked Age, as well to direct, as to adorn 


it. But ſince the Example of our Spiritual 


{Guides lies more open to the View, is more 
narrowly enquir'd into, and regulated by the 
ſtricteſt and moſt ſolemn Obligations; this 
therefore, above all other Humane Standards, 


is particularly recommended to us, by the 


ſame Apoſtle. Remember (ſays he) them which 
have the Rule over you, who have ſpoken unto 
Wor the Word of God; whoſe Faith follow, con- 
dering the End of their Converſation, Heb. 
xiii. 7. : | ER. 
Having gone thro' the ſeveral Heads I pro- 
pos'd to ſpeak to, I ſhall now, as I promis'd, 
and as may be reaſonably expected from me, 
apply the Whole to the melancholy Occaſion 
of this Preſent Aſſembly. 
At my entring upon this Part of my Deſign, 
am in no Apprehenſion of Cenſure, either 
or Innovation or Flattery. The Cuſtom of 
he Church, founded upon Scripture, hath 
ade it both commendable and uſeful, to ce- 
ebrate the Memory of holy Perſons deceas'd, 


o the Glory of God, who gave ſuch Gifts un- 


o Men, and for the murual Comfort and 
dification of us his Creatures. The Souls de- 
arted into: Bliſs (ſays the Great Father of the 


of 
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of Men, but they certainly deſire we ſhould imi- 
tate and follow them thither. I ſhall therefore 
ſpeak freely of our late venerable Miniſter, 
whoſe. earthly Remains are now before us; 
becauſe I cannot eaſily ſay any thing Better, 
than what is True of him. He was no Stranger 
among you: Judge ye what I ſay; for ye are 
Witneſſes of theſe things. | 
He very well underſtood the Value of thoſe 


many precious Souls committed to his Charge, 
the Price that was given for them, and the Þ 


{tri& Account of them, which would one Day 


be requir'd at. his Hands. Other Branches of 


Charity are not ſo eminently in every Man's 
Power, becauſe of the uncqual Diitribution 
of the good things of this Lite ; but Charity 
for the Souls of Men, which is of the nobleſt 
Kind, and makes a Chriſtian Eyes to the Blind, 
Feet to the Lame, and a Father to the Poor, 
may well enough conſiſt with a bare Comge- 
tency of Worldly Poſſeſſions. This is the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Vertue of a True Chriſtian Paſtor; 
wherein Gurs in particular excell'd, and for 
more than Forty Years together, was induſtri- 
ous in giving Proofs of it to his People; by 2 
conſtant, very conſtant Reſidence among them, 
and an unweary'd Application to all the Du- 
ties of his Function; the Proportion and Re- 
turns of which, himſelf had multiply'd and 
increas d to a remarkable Degree: And in the 
Diſcharge of theſe Duties, he, labour'd ſo 
abundantly, that his Conſtitution fainted be- 
fore his Induſtry, and his Zeal outwent his 
5 5 Strength; 
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Strength; ſo that he funk under the Weight, 
and loſt that Activity which carry'd him about 


doing Good, and that accompliſh'd Elocution, 
which was once the Ornament of this Des and 


| Pulpit. So ready was he, had but Nature ſe- 

| conded his Endeavours, ſo glad and willing, 

by the Example of S. Paul, ro ſpend and be 
ſpent for your ſakes ! . 


He was Zealous for the Promotion and En- 


| couragement of Charity- Schools; an Inſtitution, 
that beſt argues the Picty of the preſent Age, 
and of which Poſterity,at leaſt, will, we hope, 
ſee and taſte the happy Effects. Indeed, no 


Man could be more tender and favourable in 
exacting his Dues, tho* without Prejudice to 
the Eccleſiaſtical Succeſſion: And this Fender- 


neſs did, in ſome meaſure, diſable him from 


Seconding the Liberality of his own generous 
Inclinations ; but as what was remitted in 


thoſe Cares, was certainly a true and folid 
Charity, ſo it was more Secret, and leſs O- 


ſtentatious, than what is beſtow'd by a fuller, 


and conſequently a more open Hand, In 
which reſpect, it was ſtill more truly Chriflian, 
and ſuch as God will one Day openly re- 


ward: 0 155 en Gi 
' | His Abilities were Many and Great, ſuita- 


ble ro his Education : For he had drank-deep 


of that Fountain, and of the Nobleſt Stream 


of it, than which no richer Vein of Learning 


vas ever open'd, or ever ſpread farther, in any 


Age or Nation under Heaven. And both 
there, and in the populous and flouriſhing Ca- 


pital 
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Way of his Proceſſion, to the accompliſhing 


in the midſt of ſo many other ſhining Lights, 


rity of our incomparable Liturgy, and gives, 


Sanctuary, and deliver'd out in ſuch a man- 


them. In Matters of Doctrine, he embrac'd 


pital of this Iſland, his Performances in the 


of which all his Talents and Studies were 
conſtantly directed, met with ſuch a Recepti. 
on and Approbation, as from ſuch Judges, and 


may be reckon'd equal to a general Applauſe. | 
In the Desk, at the Font, and Table of the 
Lord, before his Labours had broke him, he] 
was Clear and Diſtin&, Grave and Pathertick| 
in his Pronuntiation, exciting and enliveningM: 
both his own and the Devotion of his Fellow. 
Suppliants, with that Force and Energy of Ex- 
preſſion, which becomes the Dignity and Pu- 


the Heart as well as the Lips a Part in the; 
Worſhip of our Maker. So that, according e. 
to the Apoſtle, he Prayd with the Spirit, and 
be Pray d with the Underſtanding alſo. 

In the Pulpit, his Words were well weigh'd 
and try'd by the Balance and Standard of the 


ner, as might both move and prepare the Soul, 
and then leave the proper Impreſſions behind 


no novel and ſingular Opinions, or Expoſiti. 
ons of Scripture, but ſought for the good Old 
Paths, and endeavour'd to walk therein, and 
ro dire& others in the ſame Way, that they 
might find Reſt for their Souls. Upon Practi- 
cal Subjects, which with ſound Judgment and 
great Diſcretion he moſt abounded in, he was 
Full and Explicit, without Perplexity or Con- 

ay | fuſion ; 
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fuſion; dividing the Word of Truth aright, 
and bringing forth out of his Treaſure Things 
"*Mboth New and Old, as a Scribe well inſtructed, 


When Debate and Controverſy, which at ſome 
Times, and in ſome Places, are both Seaſona- 
ble and Neceſſary, grow Endleſs for want of 
a Laſt Reſort, and are plainly the Product of 
private Paſſions, rather than of Love and Zeal 
for Truth according to Knowledge, the allay- 
ing and regulating of thoſe Paſſions by Practi- 
cal Divinity, is thus far a Service to the Church, 
even in the Polemical Way: And therefore 
midſt all thoſe Diſputes, which at preſent 
maze and diſquiet Mankind, he wiſely conſi- 
Wdcr'd and recommended that Simplicity and 
Subſtance of the Goſpel, which concerns a 
good Life and Converſation, as the Sum of 
briſtianity, and the Spirit and Soul of Reli- 
gion. 
His Adherence to the true Intereſts of the 
hurch of England was Steady, Uniform, and 
nviolable, a Proof of the Goodneſs of his 
-hoice, as well as of the Sincerity of his Af- 
ections. He knew Her to be the moſt per- 
ect Pattern of a Scripture-Church, the near- 
ft Model to Primitive Chriſtianity, and the 
lory and Bulwark of the Reformation. In 
171. Her Communion he liv'd and died, a conſtant 


nd a conſcientious Obſerver of his Oaths, 


15 D ta 


ollower of all her Statutes and Ordinances, 


Yromiſes, and Subſcriptions; to ſo remarka- 
le a Degree, that he could never be rempred 


—_— 
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or a faithful Houſholder of God's Kingdom, 
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| to omit or bate of the leaſt Rite or Ceremony, 
il} in the decent, orderly, and edifying Wor- 
| ſhip of God, which is the Beauty of Holineſs. 
And fo far was this Stedfaſtneſs and Conſiſt- 
1 ency in his Character, when duly temper'd, i 
as it really was in him, with a true Chriſizan 
Spirit of Meekneſs and Forbearance (the Props, 
ll as well as Symptoms, of a Godly Courage 
and Reſolution) from procuring him the II- 
will or Diſguſt of any, that it rather added to tl 
Rh his Value and Eſteem. For fince I can ſpeak 
1 it by Experience, I will ſpeak it to his own, 
and the Commendation of all who hear me; te 
1! few Miniſters, of any Church ſo Populous, Fi 
Il and ſo unhappily Divided, ever paſs'd for lo i 
many Years, thro' ſo Laborious a Miniſtry, ſo WF 
free from Cenſure, and with ſuch general 
l Content and Approbation. Becauſe he ſought 
if | not Yours, but You, he enjoy'd the grateful} 
Wt Return of that uninterrupted Peace, which 
| himſelf had ſo often. recommended to others, 
1 and did as heartily endeavour to follow with 
h all Men. He liv'd a Bleſſing to many Friends, 
| that is, to all who knew him ; and I am per- 
| ſuaded died without an Enemy, Even They, 
ij who were not for him, were not againſt bim; 
| | and they who ſeparated from his Communion, 
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1 were yet agreed in his Character. * 
| 


But that, as I have already hinted, which 
was the Crown. of his Old Age, and which 
1 is indeed the diſt inguiſning Mark and Glory 
1 of a True Chriſtian, I have reſerv'd in the lap 
1 Place, as the Sum and Accempliſhment of *. th 
i NG. | Cf. E324 71 . 1 that 


Church of NEW BURx. 


27 


„ that I knew, or can ſay of him: And on this 
r- Account his Memory may wave the Privilege 
5. Wot the Dead, and trample upon Malice and 
t- MCalumny, the Worm that creepeth into Graves 


and Monuments: His Life was agreeable to 
his Doctrine, and his Converſation the Orna- 


5s, ment of his Profeſſion, Leſs than this I could 
ge not ſay of him, and More I need not: For 
I- Mhis is the beſt Iſſue of all our Endeavours, and 


to 

3 . —2 - 
ik RChrijt Jeſus, What therefore the Spirit dicta- 
n, teth, and the Voice from Heaven hath order'd 


c; to be Written, we may well pronounce after 


us, bem, Bleſſed are the Dead, which die in the Rev. xiv. 


the Aim and End of our high Calling in 


ſo 1 ord ; for they reſt from their Labours, and 37 


fo bei Works follow them. 3D 

ral ® Theſe are the Works, that follow and ac- 
ght company our Deceas'd Miniſters; whillt they 
ful leave a Name behind him, that ſhall continue 
ich weet and fragrant as the Incenſe, when theſe 
ers, Ruins of his Earthly Tabernacle, which are 


vith now going down to the Grave, {hall moulder 


ids, into Filth and Corruption. May we, in Con- 
ber- Hor mity with his Words and Works, and the 


ney, reveal'd Will of Chriſt, the Rule and Meaſure 


in; 
ion, 


hich 


of Both, fallow after him, in God's own ap- 
pointed Time; until we all come wnto 
Mount Sion, and unto the City of the Living 
God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and unto an 


hichſÿnnumerable Company of Angels, to the Gene- 


Lory 
2 laſt 
F all 


ral Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt-Born 
which are written in Heaven, and to God 
tbe Judge of all, and to the Spirits of Juſt . 
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made Perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator of the 


New Covenant j 


To Whom, in the Union of the Father, 
and the Holy Spirit, be aſcrib'd, all Ho- 


nour, Praiſe, Dominion, and Workhip, 
now and for ever. 
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